
       

                                                    

 

   Ascension Day Committee 

 
Point of Contact: 
SK Bruce Lawlor 
720-618-5468 
Email:  b.lawlor@comcast.net 
Locations: To Be Announced 
 

mailto:b.lawlor@comcast.net


As Christian Knights, Commanderies are to celebrate the resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ on Ascension Day. 
 
This program, Ascension Day is the celebration of Christ ascending into 
heaven after His death, burial and resurrection. Ascension Day is observed 
primarily in Catholic and Anglican churches, and it occurs on the Thursday 
40 days after Easter. Ascension Day is also called the Feast of Ascension.  
 
The story of Jesus’ Ascension is told in Luke 24:49, Mark 16:19 and Acts 
1:3, 9. Putting these accounts together, we find that after His resurrection, 
Jesus appeared several times to His disciples and others. During this time, 
He spoke to them further about the kingdom of God and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, for whom they were to wait (Acts 1:2-9). After 40 days of these 
appearances, He was taken up to heaven for the last time (Acts 1:9-11). As 
the disciples watched Him go, two angels appeared and declared to them 
that, just as He ascended, Jesus would return in glory. 
 
Commanderies needing help in conducting their Ascension Day program, 
contact the Knights Templar Association for assistance.  

https://www.gotquestions.org/ascension-Jesus-Christ.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.49
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2016.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.2-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.9-11
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SERVICE EXAMPLE 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

We have gathered once more to celebrate the Ascension of Jesus Christ 

into Heaven, and by extension, the commission of the Disciples and their 

empowerment at Pentecost. The story of the Ascension, read in these three 

parts, is one of departure and of obligation, but ultimately one of inspiration.  

The Ascension is a powerful and moving moment; the very instant in time 

wherein Jesus became the CHRISTOS. This story, while a glorious one, also 

represents to the reader Christ's departure from this world. Christ has passed 

from Earth to Heaven; His Labors on Earth are complete; “It is finished.” (John 

19:30) Ours, then, is to focus on the Commission of True Disciples of Christ, 

with the assurance of the Empowerment of the same. 

Although the promise is made of His eventual return, Jesus makes it 

clear that the Great Work he has begun is now to be continued by His 

Disciples, who are commissioned to be "[His] witnesses... to the ends of the 

Earth (Acts 1:8);" to “Proclaim the good news to the whole creation (Mark 

16:15).” This is no small task. The men who had travelled with Christ from the 

beginning of his Journey knew better than anyone the hardships he faced for 

the sake of his Message. Thus, at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended upon 

The Disciples, granting them extraordinary abilities to communicate that they 

may better spread the Word of Christ, alleviating the dread of the seemingly 

insurmountable task which the Twelve men had been given.   

 We find a full account of the Ascension in Acts (whose author was the 

same as Luke’s). What is particularly significant about this account is what 

happens after Jesus is raised into heaven: the restoration of the Twelve. After 

the betrayal of Judas Iscariot, there remained only eleven Disciples to continue 

Jesus's ministry. The Disciples drew lots to decide which of two men who had 

accompanied them in their journeys from the beginning would replace the 



traitor, and ultimately settled on a man named Matthias, who later received the 

same Commission and Empowerment as the original Eleven. This event puts 

the reader in a curiously introspective place, as we, having virtually joined the 

Disciples from the beginning of the narrative, cannot help but identify with 

Matthias, chosen either by Divine Providence or just pure dumb luck, to live 

and act as if we were chosen to be one of the Twelve.  

Another biblical account we have of the Ascension story comes to us in 

the Gospel of Mark, wherein we find a fairly full account of Christ's Ascension 

following his Resurrection, including the famous commission to the Disciples 

to "Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation" 

(Mark 16:15). Modern biblical scholarship, however, has revealed that this 

“longer” ending of Mark might have been a later addition. In fact, the original 

ending of the Gospel of Mark, while omitting the Ascension account, ends on a 

pronounced note of personal reflection, concluding with this line: "...terror and 

amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid." (Mark 16:8) 

After reading the fantastic and moving story of Christ's life and ministry, 

the reader may be shocked to discover that even those closest to Christ were 

fear-stricken to the point of silence regarding what they had seen and heard. If 

their Faith had been shaken at all during the final days of Jesus’s life, surely the 

vision of Christ risen from the grave had renewed it. But the scene of their 

Messiah’s torture and execution by crucifixion was also fresh in their minds, 

and they knew the same fate awaited them should they speak out in Jesus’ 

Name.  

How terrifying and unreal it must have seemed! The veil was rent, not 

only in the Temple, but in the hearts and minds of the Disciples. An entirely 

new world had emerged before them, but they dare not speak of it. This, the 

original ending of Mark, dares the reader to ask, “What would I have done?” 

“What should I do?” Given the presence of these deeply introspective elements 

juxtaposed with the great commission of the Disciples of Christ, it would be 

exceedingly difficult for a faithful reading of these verses to leave the reader 



without a compulsion toward evangelism. 

"Evangelism" is a loaded word today, and I want to take a couple of 

minutes to explain what I mean by it. I do not here refer explicitly to the 

modern Evangelical movement, nor mere proselytism, but rather the very 

definition of evangelism, which is "the preaching or promulgation of the 

gospel," or "missionary zeal, purpose, or activity." It’s worth noting that 

“preaching” is only one part of this comprehensive definition. Proper 

evangelism involves more than just speaking about Faith; we must live our 

Faith. As Disciples of Christ, we feel compelled to profess our faith and to 

inform those who know not of it, “For we cannot but speak the things which 

we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20). But we must be careful that our 

profession does not devolve into argument. As Masons, we understand that 

Faith in all forms is to be respected, for Faith is inherently a mystery which 

cannot be proved nor disproved. How, then, can a man or woman of good 

Faith disparage the Faith of another?  

True evangelism, then, lies not in our outward proclamation, but in the 

witness which our lives bear to the Life and Love of Christ. The "Sermon on 

the Mount" does a wonderful job of explaining the qualities of Christ's 

Religion: one not of words or actions, but of an abiding spirit of radical Love 

which, by Grace, manifests in outward righteousness. Our hearts, through our 

actions, give greater witness to Christ than our mouths ever could. 

As Masons and as Christians, we are compelled to live lives of Principle 

and thereby hope to live lives of Grace, "For we wrestle not against flesh and 

blood, but against Principalities, against Powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness in this world..." (Ephesians 6:10-17) Ours, too, is no small task. We 

walk in a world which rewards superficiality, selfishness, and enmity to sow 

seeds of authenticity, altruism, and Love. 

Like Matthias, we are but come at the eleventh hour. We find ourselves 

shaking in our boots, not knowing what to hope for as these eleven legendary 

companions hold our future in their hands. Will we be free, as the disciples of 

Mark’s original ending, to go on in fear-stricken silence? No. We have been 



elected by God and Man to receive the same wages of any true Disciple of 

Christ. And that, of course, comes with an obligation. We are commissioned, as 

Disciples of Christ, to live our lives as testaments of His Eternal Love. We are 

tasked with professing, with our words but moreover with our thoughts and 

actions, a certain way of life and a certain view of God.  

As True Disciples of Christ, we are obligated not to hide the light of 

Christ, but rather to “let [our] light shine before others, so that they may see 

[our] good works and give Glory to [our] Father in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

When we fill our hearts with the Eternal Love of Christ, we cannot help but 

shine as tapers lit by a flame. But a candle lit does not burn for the sake of 

illuminating itself. Ever bear in mind that ancient motto, “Non nobis, Domine, 

Non nobis; sed Nomini Tuo da Gloriam.”  

If our lives be lights shining through time, let their purpose be to 

illuminate the Cross of Christ, that His Love and His Truth may shine through 

Eternity. Let us live our lives as faithful witnesses to the Eternal Love of Christ 

that His Life may be remembered and celebrated each and every day. Let the 

whole of the Church be a living, breathing embodiment of Christ and, filled 

with the Grace of the Holy Spirit, let the Body of the Church do the will of 

God on Earth.  Amen. 

SK Michael Burnett, 2016 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed   Calvin O. Lapuyade 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth.  And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord: who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and bur-
ied.  He descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead.  He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of the God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

- We Go Forth to Serve -- 
*HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  (Diadernata) 

*CLOSING     __________, SK 
Leader:  May God Almighty bless you with the joyous knowledge 
that our Savior Jesus Christ has ascended into heaven to prepare a 
place for you. 
     People: Glory be to God! 
Leader:  May you be lifted up and guided by Christ's fervent inter-
cession for you at the right hand of God the Father. 
     People: Thanks be to God! 
Leader:  At Christ's promised return, may you be found blameless 
and be welcomed into the joys of God's eternal kingdom. 
     People: Praise be to God! 
Leader:  And may Almighty God --- the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit --- bless you, now and forever. 
     People: Blessed be the Lord! 
Leader:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
     People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION    Rev. __________ 
 

Postlude “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”   -  Beethoven  

Ascension of the Lord 

Georgetown Masonic Lodge 
608 6th Street, Georgetown, CO  80444 

May 7, 2016 



Ascension Sabbath Service 
Georgetown Commandery, No. 4 

May 7, 2016             5:00 P.M. 
 

*ALL STANDING AS ABLE LITURGICAL COLOR:  WHITE 
 

- We Assemble for Worship - 
 

PRELUDE   

OPENING   “Onward Christian Soldiers” 
 
INVOCATION       _______________, SK  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     Jade Gibbon, SK 
    (Commander of Georgetown Commandery No. 4) 
WELCOME    
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP     ____________ 
 

Leader:  The Lord, the Most High, is awesome – a great King over all 
the earth!  God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the 
sound of a trumpet!  He now sits on a holy throne, ruling all 
nations and peoples.     Psalms 47; 2,5,8 

People:  We clap our hands and sing songs of joy.  We sing praises 
to our God and King, Who is highly exalted and Who loves 
us!       Psalms 47; 1,4,9 

Leader:  Majestic on high is the Lord!  He is robed in majesty and is 
girded with strength!  Holiness befits the Lord, our King, for-
evermore!      Psalms 93; 1,4,5 

People:  We lift up our voice, for the Lord God our King has estab-
lished His throne, and He is from everlasting to everlast-
ing!       Psalms 98; 1,2,3 

 
*HYMN “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
 

 

 
 
 
ASCENSION DAY PRAYER 
   Eternal and loving God, great is Your glory and immeasurable is 
Your power in all the universe.  We rejoice that our Savior Jesus 
Christ has ascended with triumph into heaven, where now He rules 
supremely, as Lord of heaven and earth.  May we in heart and mind 
this day, and one day also in body and soul, ascend to where He is, 
to Your eternal Kingdom, and there dwell with Him continually.  For 
to You, O Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; one God, now 
and forever – belongs all worship and praise!  Amen 
 

PRESENTATION of SLIDES and READINGS                Stephen Davis, SK 
 Instrumental:  “I Love to Tell the Story”   -Fischer/Rogers 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:                                                   ___________SK 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hollowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen 
 

OFFERING             [for Holy Land Pilgrimage Sponsorships] 
 Offertory 
  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” Converse/Hughes 
  

--The Word of God Proclaimed--    ________SK 
EPISTLE LESSON           Ephesians 1:15 — 23 
GOSPEL LESSON              Luke 24: 44—53 
 

ASCENSION DAY SERMON  ____________ 
 

*HYMN  “Fairest Lord Jesus” 
 

 
 



 

Participants in Today's Service 
…. 
 



 


